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CSRIA Proposal on Columbia River Water Rights 
And Tributary/Mainstem Flow Augmentation 

 
Objectives Surrounding the CSRIA Proposal: 
 

• A regional (Columbia River mainstem and Lower Snake River) solution for 
additional water supplies for mainstem users and tributary flow 
augmentation. 

• Reward and recognize the efficient—and those willing to provide technically 
verifiable results from mitigation fees.  

• Use Columbia River economics (private sector) to fund flow augmentation in 
the tributaries--most beneficial and cost-effective priority. 

• Target water conservation (efficiency) measures and projects to improve 
instream flows rather than “large” water storage/purchase options.     

• Optimize the potential of the $10/acre-ft./year mitigation fee; in capital 
terms, about $100-150/acre-ft.  

• Apply to existing nameplate and new water rights. 
• Consider financing, conservation supply, and implementation options. 

 
Principles: 
 

• Solve the existing interruptible water right issue. 
• Provide for additional water withdrawals from the Mainstem and Lower 

Snake (Ice Harbor Pool and Below). 
• Address the NAS concern: low water-year impacts in July and August. 
• Improve and mitigate instream flows in tributaries and mainstem. 

 
General Implementation Approach: 
 

Interruptibles New Water Rights Odessa Sub-Area 
 
1. Require BMPs for 

Existing Inter. and 
and New Rights. 

 
2. Recalibrate 

Existing Inter. 
Rights. 

 
3. Change Flow 

Target from One in 
Twenty Years 
(about 80-84 kcfs 
at McNary Dam) to 

 
1. Require BMPs for 

New Water Rights.  
 
 
2. Recalibrate All 

Existing Water 
Rights (If Held). 

 
3. Change Flow 

Target from One in 
Twenty Years 
(about 80-84 kcfs 
at McNary Dam) to 

 
1. Odessa Is Separate 

Regional Issue, 
Requiring Near-
Term State and 
Private Sector 
Funding. 

 
 
2. Some Features of 

the CSRIA Proposal 
May Be Relevant—
BMPs and 
Mitigation Fee. 
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One in Ten Years 
(about 102 kcfs) 

 
4. Meet Flow Target 

with State 
Mitigation, and 
BMPs (and 
Mitigations Fees 
from New Rights If 
Funding Allows). 

 
5. If Not in New 

Program, Existing 
Inter. Water Rights 
Are Regulated 
Under New Flow 
Targets.  

One in Ten Years 
(about 102 kcfs). 

 
4. Mitigation Fee 

Required 
($10/acre-ft./year). 

 
5. Develop Conserv. 

Resource Supply 
(Projects). 

 
6. New Water Right 

Holder Pays Three-
Year Up-Front Fees 
for Initial Program 
Funding. 

 
7. If Not in New 

Program, New 
Water Rights Are 
Regulated Under 
New Flow Targets. 
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